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STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

City and County of Philadelphia, 


I, A. LOUDON SNOWDEN, of the City, County and State 
aforesaid do hereby certify and declare as follows:_ 


That I was Register, Chief Coiner and Superintendent 
of the United States Mint located in the City, County and 
State aforesaid from May 7. 1857 until July 1. 1885, with 
the exception of two years in which I was Post Master of the 
said City of Philadelphia, and am thoroughly familiar with 

the affairs thereof ;____ 1 

I have a very full and thorough knowledge of the Coins pre¬ 
served by the said Mint and now forming what is termed the 
"Mint Cabinet of Coins", among which is a certain Silver 
Dollar of the year 1804 coined in that year, which Silver 
Dollar has been in the possession of the authorities of said 

Mint for more than Forty five years ;_ _ 

I have also seen and examined a certain other Silver dollar 
of the said year 1804 sold by the Chapman Brothers af the 
City, County and State aforesaid to one James V. Dexter, otf 
Denver, Colorado, and am sufficiently familiar wjUfc it t# 
express an opinion, and do hereby certify and deeiare that a 
comparison of said last mentioned Coin with the In the 
Mint first above described, shows that the figttr$9, Charac¬ 
ters , lettering, edging, etc., etc., on said Coins are abso¬ 
lutely the same, and that the Coin belonging to Mr. Dexter 
is a counterpart of the one now in the Mint: 

I do hereby further certify and declare that in my judgment 

both of said Coins are genuine Coins, coined at the same 

time and from the same dies and collar, and that no differ¬ 

ences exist between them with the slight exception of the 
weight, in which respect the Mint Dollar is about one half 
grain lighter than the one now owned by Mr, Dexter and which 
is within the legal tolerance allowed by law._ 

Given under my hand this Tenth day of February A. D. 
One Thousand eight hundred and eighty sever,_ 
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the snderaigned, being r*ip«*tw»ly the Qurat.or and *»»«- 
df the Onited States Mint located in the City, Ooimty and 


State aforesaid, do hereby aertify that we have eoatpared a aert- 


ain Silver Dollar of the year .1804 no* belonging to Mr. Janes ▼. 
Dexter of Denver, Oolerado, with tha one now in the said Mint and 
whiah is and has always been eons Idarad a Manatee Silver Dollar, 
and that said Silver Dollars both as records letterti*, edging, 
aharsotsrs, fi*nraa, eta*, St*., are slnost idsntleel, the only 
differwnse being in tea weight of asid Dollars, eoncornia* whiah 
th* ftpUpr in the hint is about so# half *raA n lighter than th# 


beAonflitw: to Hr* Dexter; and we do hereby certify further 

* £ 

-Ah fbr Judgment end to the best of our belief, both of said 
Saif!are $em>ine end were a truck frees the m*me die* end collar 
mm St the seam* time*_ _ # __ 

tender our hands this iieventh day of *ebruary A*0. one 




















— c - 

~ .-.—. 

STATE 0 SYLVAN T A , 

j Ci + y ana Co M n f y of Philade lt)h ia« 

ons t o whom ^hese. p r esents may come t —- r.re>*tinig* 

*> Patterson DuBqis of + he City, County and State aforesaid 
! do her b) c Mr * t fy tha' T was Assistant Assayer of the United Sta- 
tes Mint located in +he Ci + y, County and S+s + e aforesaid, and 
jWMle such Assiv + arit Assayer coiffop red a ce -tain Silver DolJar of 
;th ear 1«04 now beionrinp ■» o Mr. James v, Dexter of Denver, Col - 
ii o^aao, w t + h + *e one now in the said Mint and which is and has al- 
'w^/s been regarded as a <*e>uine Sliver DoUar of that year, and 
|! the+ BP ld ^ liver Dollars noth as regards lettering, edpm*, oha-- 
acters, firnres, et c ., e^c., are almost identical, the only dif¬ 
ference b -in* in the weight of said Dollars, cone*. -run* wttch the I 
| Dollar belonwmp to Mr. Dexter is a omit, one half rrain heavier- 

I than the one in the Mint* and I do hereby further cer'iTy that, 
in my jod^ovt and to the best of my belief, from such examine t on 
and or> moa-ison, both of said Coins are penurne and were struck 
from the same dies and collar and a* the sam** u^>. 

’’nder my hand t hl8 fourteenth day of February A„D. one 
‘thousand ei**t hundred and eighty seven.—___ _ % 


























The Mint of tha United States at Philadelphia 
Superintendent’s Office 
Feb’y 15,1894 


James W.Ellsworeh,Esq; 

Chicago, Ill. 

’ y d3ar Sir; 

The 1804 Silver Dollar purchased by me, for r 
you today, from Mr. Isaac Rosenthal of 190 Berks Street, 
this City, came into his possession in the following manner* 

A r.Julius Driefus, Nos .3 & 4 South Wharves,Alexandria, 

Va., does business for Mr .Rosenthal, and borrowed money 
from him. Mr.Driefus met with a colored man who had this 
dollarUBfi for forty years, that he received It from his 
father, who was a freedman • the father kept the dollar 
because it either was the date of his birth, or the date 
he became a freed”an - Mr. Rosenthal cannot remember which. 

I am promised a more circumstantial account, and will 
transmit It to you as soon as I receive it. This dollar 
has been subjected to the most severe scrutiny in the Mint,and 
experts are entirely satisfied that it is fa] 
genuine dollar struck in the year 1804. Our furator, h?. Robert 
A.McClure is thoroughly convinced of this - as is also our 
Engraver, Mr.Charles S. Barber. Mr. Jacob B, Eckfeldt, 

Assayer, is a Numiamatisftj of experience, and Is entirely 
satisfied of Its genuineness. 

HO|^A.Loudon Snowden has also added the weight of 
his opinflil to those already quoted. 

Personally I have not the least doubt in the world 
regarding the genuine character of this coin, and I heartily 
congratulate you upon possessing so rare a numismatic 
treasure. 


Very truly yours 

0,6, Bosbyshell 


I critically examined the 
above coin and pronounce 
it genuine and an original 
dollar of 1804 

R,A.McClure 
Curator 


Superintendent 

I examined the above 
coin and quite agree 
with all that Is 3aid 
in this letter 
Chas.E.Barber,Engraver 
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*#©** m * lattice of the Peace 
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Undrrrtiw^ director of the Mint, 
: confess *t> l?* deposes and saps, 
nan toH deponent that he had ob 
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lis variety of the 1804 Dollar, is the fact that life Idler 
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Treasury Department 

UNITED STATES MINT 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

x;-rLu>t 2;. ; 

To Whom it May Concern; 

Tills Is to certify that the 
specimen of 1804 Dollar shown me this day 
hy Mr. Henry Chapman is from the identical 
die as a specimen in the Mint Collection, 
the latter being 1 the specimen of the coin 
usually regarded as one of the original is¬ 
sue. 



He spect fully, 
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Now that we have determined when and why the so-called original 
coins were made and just who it was that seems to have been responsible 
for them, we should turn our attention to a second variety of the 
1804 dollars that we might call the Class 11 coins* These coins are 
different from the Class I coins in many respects* the stars and 
letters of the obverse were retooled and made sharper* A completely 
different reverse die was used and no attempt was made to letter 
the edge of the coin* The one remaining specimen of the Class 11 
coins which now reposes in the Mint Collection shows clear evidence 
of having been struck over a Five Frank Shooting Piece of Bern, 
Switzerland dated 1857. We can also notice that when these dies 
were put into the coining press, they were not properly aligned as 

they had been previously. Shus we have positive proof that these 

z*~r 

coins were made much later than the Class I coins and then a period 
sometime during or after 1857* 

As one might logically expect, all mint correspondence con¬ 
cerning the restrike activities has long since disappeared* How¬ 
ever, recently a fortunate find was made* Not filed in with the 
regular mint correspondence but stored in the obscure corner of a 
vault, were a few letters pertaining to the 1804 dollars and other 
documents of an incriminating nature containing evidence about the 
trouble in the New Orleans Mint in 1839 (lightweight dimes and half 
dimes)• 

The letters that we are concerned with here were from the mem¬ 
bers of the Boston Numismatic Society to the Director of the Mint, 

J. A. Pollock, and his answer to them. From this correspondence 
we now have proof that the plain edge restrikes were offered for 
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sale In 1859, We can also surmise from these letters dated 1861 
that the Boston Numismatic Society had written to the Hon, James 
Ross Snowden, Director of the Mint, prior to the appointment of 
James Pollock in 1861 and that his reply had been that no such 
coins had been struck. The significance of where these letters 
were found is surely as startling as the evidence that they con* 
tained. The fact that Director Pollock was not reluctant to talk 
about the restriking Incident and seemed willing to co-operate 
with collectors to end this abuse, may give us the answers as to 
why the Class II coins were subsequently withdrawn from collector's 
hands and no more of the 1804 dollars were issued until he was 
succeeded by Dr, Linderman as superintendent in 1867, 

The above facts now give credulence to many of the stories 

which circulated in the 1860's concerning the Class II restrikes. 

/Hja. ) <\c a— 4 ) * 

The most convincing account is given by Lyman H. Low in the 1900- 
issue of the American Journal of Numismatics; 

**It was early in 1859, that the few owners of those 
Dollars bearing the attractive date of 1804, which were 
accepted as genuine issues, were startled to learn that a 
number of these pieces, evidently from the Government's 
dies and entirely uncirculated, were on the market and 
could be had for $25 each. Less than twenty-five years had 
elapsed since the rarity of this particular date had been 
observed. It is now too late to discover whether this had 
its influence in determining the date to be placed on the 




on the experimental patterns (which the editors believe all 
"genuine” 1804 Dollars to be, and struck when a change of type 
was contemplated, and not in the early days of the Mint, ** 
see JOURNAL for July, 1899), or whether the designer dated 
the piece as the successor of the last of that type. How 
many of those patterns were struck will never be known, but 
there were probably about a dozen, perhaps more; and the man* 
ner in which they got into circulation, vdiether in some 
irregular way, or by carelessness or indifference (for the 
appetite for the collection of united States coins was not 
very ravenous at that period), will probably remain a mystery. 
However this may be, the great difficulty in obtaining Dollars 
of this date had established an extremely high price for them 
as early as 1850, and their fortunate possessors valued their 
treasured examples accordingly. 

It was therefore with some dismay that the owners heard, 
in 1858*9, of the new discovert letters of inquiry as to their 
origin began to worry the officials of the Mint, who were at 
that time as much in the dark as the anxious writers and the 
eager seekers for the newfound pieces. A few of these restrike* 
as they soon proved to be, were disposed of in and near Boston. 
Mr. C* P. Nichols, of Springfield, had an impression which he 
obtained from the late William idler, of Philadelphia. Another 
was offered to the late W. Elliot woodward, of Roxbury, whose 
expert eye at once discovered the lack of the lettered edge 
on the new pieces, and their doubtful Character. An invest!* 
gation followed, and the mystery was speedily solved. 




Zt appeared that, by the connivance of some of the employees 
at the Mint, a few impressions had been taken from the dies 
which had been surreptitiously obtained from the place where 
they were storedj but either from Ignorance or inability, the 
conspirators had not secured the lettered collar for the edge 
of their restrikesi their work was therefore easily traced, 
and they were quickly discovered* The pieces were called in; 
most of them were readily surrendered by their owners, to save 
the clerk who had planned the operation from prosecution, and 
his father, who, if we are rightly informed, held a responsible 
position, from disgrace, for the affair was as great a sur- 
price and mortification to him as to his associates; but no 
attempt was ever made, within our knowledge, to recall the 
"genuine" issue, though it has been often asserted that the 
Government suppressed the coinage of Dollars of that year. 

There was never any such coinage to suppress," 

To answer the question of who was responsible for striking 
these coins, we can turn to the information given by Walter Breen 
In PROOF COINS STRUCK BY THE UNITED STATES MINT, where he states 
Hbn, James Ross Snowden began restriking on an official basis 
(having given the secretary of the treasury official notice of 
the fact) on or around February 25, 1859, if we can locate docu¬ 
mentary evidence of the above fact, we can then be certain with¬ 
out a doubt, that the Class IX coins were made in 1859 through 
the efforts of Director Snowden, The reason for making this issue 
of the 1804 dollars was probably solely for personal profit, since 
by that time, the 1804 dollars had become well established in the 
minds of collectors as being one of the rarest and most desirable 
united States coins. 





A.J.K.Curtis, a New York City antiquarian dealer wrote 
to Director James R. Snowden on July 19# i860, "Will you 
please inform me if the I 80 U Dollar has been restruck at the 
Mint as I have heard that several have been seen and offered 
for sale". To this the Director replied, "In response to 
your inquiry I have to state that no specimen of the dollar 
of 180U has been struck at the Mint; and I am informed by 
the foreman of the dies that there are no means of doing so.” 
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Matthew Boulton in his invention of a vacuum actuated 
screw press for coining at his Soho Mint near Birmingham 
in 1788 had also developed a plain collar die made of one 
piece of steel. His patent granted in 1790 shows many im¬ 
provements in coining techniques, but machinery installed 
in the Royal Mint and the United States Mint was slow to 
take advantage of his accomplishments. In striking 
medals at the United States Mint a plain collar die was 
used early in the nineteenth century. The commencement 
of the new Mint building in 1829 called for completely new 
machinery to be constructed so that the old machinery 
could be operative until the time that the new machinery 
was built, tested, and ready. Intermittent reports cover¬ 
ing the detail of European minting equipment were sent in 
by Franklin Peale beginning in the last half of 1833 and 
machinery was constructed incorporating those ideas. The 
collar die was an essential in the improvement of the 
coining equipment at the U.S. Mint. 
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FIRST DRAFT OF LIFE MAGAZINE TYPE ARTICLE 


APRIL 6, 1962 


Is the King of American coins an imposter? The most valu« 
able United States coin, the silver dollar dated 1801*^ has long 
had the title as M The King of American Coins' 1 • 

Of the ll* known specimens the two most recently sold at 
auction reached the figures of $28,000 and $29,000, respectively* 
This rarity nevertheless has been subject to controversy as to its 
origin ever since it became known in 181*2. 

A new book entitled "The Fantastic 1801* Dollar" undertakes to 
prove that the dollar dated. 1801* is not a genuinely issued coin and 
is one secretly produced by the employes of the United States Mint 
in the 1838-181*2 period* It is pointed out that the original 
motives for the production of the coin were to fill in a missing 
date in the dollar series of the coin collection of the United 
States Mint and to make additional pieces to trade to collectors 
for other coins which the Mint collection needed. The missing coin 
was thought to exist because of confusion in the official Mint 
records of 1801* and 1805 where it appears that the coinage of 
silver dollars, which began in 179h, did not stop until 180£ 
although the coinage of silver dollars was not resumed, until 1836 
as to patterns and 181*0 as to regular issues. The search for the 
19570 silver dollars shown to have been coined in 1801* has been 
unabated. 

The book shows that the early official records are confusing 
and contradict themselves and. that no dollars were coined in 1805> 
and that the dollar coined in 1801* were those made from dies 
dated 1803. 

Not only was the first dollar dated. 1801* produced in the 
1838-181*2 period but three additional antedated dollars were made 
at the same time having the dates of 1801, 1802 and 1803* 

The evidence brought out shows that all four coins left 
telltale evidence that they were not produced by methods or equip¬ 
ment in existence in the United States Mint in the 1801* period 
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FIRST DRAFT OF LIFE MAGAZINE TYPE ARTICLE 


APRIL 6, 1962 


and prior thereto. The numerals on the 1801 and. 1802 pieces are 
shown to be a style not introduced until the l820 f s. The border 
design of a type not introduced until 1828 and the tip of the curl 
in Liberty’s hairdo shows that the dies for the coins were made 
in the wrong order with the 1802 and. 1803 dollars preceeding the 
1801 and 1801 * pieces. 

In 1858 employes of the Mint again attempted to make addit¬ 
ional I 8 OI 4 . dollars surreptitiously. The coins were recovered from 
the collectors who bought them and two were melted. The balance 
were hidden and finally sold, by the Mint employes. 

Under the foregoing circumstances it is no wonder that 
United States Dollars dated 1801* are called "fantasies”. The 
Kind has been dethroned. 


Pictures to be added. 


Please make additions, suggestions, and what-have-you. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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Is the King of A me r ican co ins an imposter? The moat valu¬ 
able United States coin, the silver dollar dated 180k., has long 
had the title as n The King of American Coins 0 • 

Of the lii known specimens the two most recently sold at 
auction reached the figures of $28,000 and 129,000, respectively* 
Thla rarity nevertheless has been subject to controversy as to its 
origin ever since it became known in I8k2* 

A new book entitled “The Fantastic 180k Dollar 0 undertakes to 
prove that the dollar dated 180k is not a genuinely issued coin and 
is on© secretly produced by the employes of the United States Mint 
in the 1838~18U2 period* It is pointed out that the original 
motives for the production of the coin were to fill in a missing 
date in the dollar series of the ooin collection of the United 
States Mint and to make additional pieces to trade to collectors 
for other coins which the Mint collection needed. The missing coin 
was thought to exist because of confusion In the official Mint 
records of l60it and 130£ where it appears that the coinage of 
silver dollars, which began in 179k, did not stop until i803> 
although the coinage of silver dollars was not resumed until 1836 
as to patterns and l8kQ as to regular issues. The search for the 
19570 silver dollars shown to have been coined in 180k has been 

V , J * ? ' K 

unabated. 

The book shows that the early official records are confusing 
and contradict themselves and that no dollars were coined in 180*> a* 
and that the dollar coined in 180k were those made from dies 
dated 1803*— 

Hot only was the first dollar datcd^l80k produced in the 
1838-18U2 period but three additional antedated dollars were made 
at the same time having the d$tes of 1801, 1802 and 1803* 

The evidence brought out shows that all four coins left 

telltale evidence that they were not produced by methods or ©quip- 

jtfct -f'V 

ment in existence in the United States Mint in the 180k period. 
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and prior thereto* The numerals on the 1801 and 1802 pieces are 
shown toO>s a style not introduced until the 1620* s* The border 
design of & type not introduced until 1828 and the tip of the curl 
in Liberty’s hairdo shows that the dies for the coins were made 
in the wrong order with the 1802 and 1803 dollars proceeding the 
1601 and l80i* pieces* 

In 1858 employes of the $int again attempted to make addit¬ 
ional l80li dollars surreptitiously* The coins were recovered from 
the collectors who bought the® and two were melted* The balance 
were hidden and finally sold by the Mint employes. 

Dnder the foregoing circumstances it is no wonder that 
United States Dollars dated 1801* are called "fantasies” * The 
Kind has been dethroned. 


Pie tu rs s to be added• 


Please siake additions* suggestions* and what-have-you* 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



EPN/atb 
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IS THE KINQ OF AMERICAN COINS AN IMPOSTER? 

The most valuable United States coin, the silver dollar 
dated l80l*, has long had the title as "The King of American 

Coins*. Of the lit known specimens the two most recently sold at 

auction reached the figures of 128,000 and $29,000, respectively. 
These rarities have been subject to controversy as to their origin 
ever since they became known in 181*2. 

A new book entitled "The Fantastic 1801* Dollar" undertakes to 
prove that the dollar dated 1801* is not a genuinely issued coin and 
is one secretly produced by the employes of the United States Mint 

in the 1838-181*2 period. It is pointed out that the original motives 

for the production of the coin were to fill in a supposedly missing 
date in the dollar series of the coin collection of the United 
States Mint and to make additional pieces to trade to collectors 
for other coins which the Mint collection needed. The missing date 
in dollars was then thought to exist because of confusion in the 
Official Mint Records of l80i* and 1805 where it appears that the 
coinage of silver dollars, which began in 179U, did not stop until 
1805 and that 19570 silver dollars were supposedly coined in the 
year 1801* and 321 coined in the year 1805. 

The book shows that the early official records are confusing 
and contradict themselves and that no dollars were actually coined 
in 1805 and that the dollars coined in 1801* were those made from 
dies dated 1803 or earlier. 

Not only was the first dollar dated 1801* artificially pro¬ 
duced in the 1838-181*2 period but three additional antedated 
dollars were made at the same time having the dates of 1801, 

1802, and 1803. 

The evidence brought out shows that all four antedated coins 
left telltale evidence that they were not produced by methods or 
equipment in existence in the United States Mint in the 1801-01* 
period. The numerals on the 1801 and 1802 pieces are shown to 
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be a style not introduced until the 1820*s. The border design 
of a type not introduced until 1828 and the tip of the curl 
in Liberty’s hairdo shows that the dies for the coins were made 
in the wrong chronological order with the dies to produce dollars 
dated 1802 and 1803 preceeding the dies for 1801 and 1801 * pieces. 

In 18£8 employes of the Mint again attempted to make addit* 
ional l&Qk dollars surreptitiously. The coins were recovered from 
the collectors who bought them and two were melted. The balance 
were hidden for about l£ years and finally secretly sold by the 
Mint employes. 

The United States Dollars dated I 80 I 4 . are reclassified as 
"fantasies”. The King of Coins has been dethroned. 


(Pictures of coins, and telltale defects included) 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


